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dimensions, they are among the smallest of an-
cient tombs; in design, they are unchaste and
barbarous j nor is there anything of " amarvell-
QUS nature in their hewn chambers;" so that it
is hardly true that their appearance alone, inde-
pendently of every other consideration, denotes
the former existence of a numerous, flourishing,
and powerful people, * , ' -
From hence, we continued our way a little
farther to the northward, and arrived at the
sepulchre of the Virgin. This has a building
over it, with a pretty front, although the sculp-
tured Greek ornaments in marble are not in
harmony with the pointed arched door of en-
trance. It is approached by a paved court, and
stands near a raised way, leading from the foot
of the Mount of Olives over the brook Kedron,
We descended into this grotto by a handsome
flight of marble steps, about fifty in number,
and of a noble breadth. The entrance into this
vaulted cavern is certainly fine j and notwith-
st&pd the paltry lamps, and tawdry ornaments of
ostriches* eggs, &c* seen among them, the gr$nd
descent, and the lofty arched roof of maspnry
above, produce an imposing effect* Nearly
midway down, are two arched recesses in the
sides, that on the right containing the ashes of
* Dr. Clarke, vol. ii.   p. 592.